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Dear Sir/Madam
Thank you for consulting Sedgemoor District Council in relation to the Somerset West and
Taunton Local Plan issues and options document.
Please find our comments attached.
If you have any queries please don’t hesitate to contact me on the number below.
kind regards,
Andy Reading
Principal Planning Officer - Policy
Planning Policy
Inward Investment and Growth
Sedgemoor District Council
Direct Dial: 01278 435284
Email: andrew.reading@sedgemoor.gov.uk

Follow Sedgemoor District Council on Twitter:
http://twitter.com/#!/SedgemoorDC
We aim to always comply with the General Data Protection Regulation; If you would like to know how we process your personal
information, please refer to the Privacy Notice at: https://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/privacy
Disclaimer:
Views:
The views expressed in this electronic communication are those of the writer and not, unless otherwise stated, the views of
Sedgemoor District Council.
Confidentiality:
The addressee(s) of this electronic communication shall treat its content in confidence and take all reasonable steps to ensure it is
not accessed or made available to any third party. Sedgemoor District Council will not be liable for any unauthorised access to the
contents during transit or whilst stored on electronic media outside of its direct control.
Viruses:
Sedgemoor District Council take all reasonable steps to ensure that this communication and any attachments are virus free,
however, the Council cannot accept liability in respect of any complaint arising as a result of this message or its attachments.

________________________________________________________________________
This e-mail has been scanned for all viruses by Claranet. The
service is powered by MessageLabs. For more information on a proactive
anti-virus service working around the clock, around the globe, visit:
http://www.claranet.co.uk
________________________________________________________________________

to work closely with the Council as this policy approach is developed further; particularly in
terms of what effective policies can be taken forward in terms of stepped carbon reduction
requirements above building regulation, once issues of development viability and affordability
are taken into account.
Housing Requirement and Distribution
We understand that with the standard method minimum figure of 702 dwellings per annum the
Council can already demonstrate a healthy supply of housing against this figure, but may
explore planning for more for other reasons (e.g. to support economic development or
infrastructure improvements). It is understood on this basis that the Council would not be
looking to adjacent authorities (e.g. Sedgemoor) to accommodate any unmet housing need.
Nevertheless Local Plan housing requirements is a key strategic issue and Sedgemoor will
continue a close dialogue with Somerset West and Taunton as your plan progresses to the Reg
19 stage, and as we begin the early stages of our next Local Plan review. This will be important
in the context of the next release of household projections and Governments plans to review
the standard method calculation later this year.
In relation to the distribution of development, previous joint work between the Somerset
Authorities has previously identified that each Local Authority can be considered too broadly
have their own individual housing market areas (i.e. aligning with local authority boundaries),
when travel to work areas are considered. Nevertheless at the local level there is still a clear
functional relationship between the districts, particularly between the north Taunton and the
South Bridgwater/North Petherton areas that fall within Sedgemoor. One of the options
considered in the reg 18 document regarding the distribution of housing is whether Taunton, as
the most sustainable settlement, should take a higher proportion of new housings compared to
other settlements. If such an option is taken forward dialogue with Sedgemoor will be critical in
order to understand any potential for cross boundary impacts (e.g. in relation to transport). This
will be particularly important if any additional growth over and above that already
committed/allocated is identified north of Taunton (e.g. Monkton Healthfield area).
Economy and Employment Development
We note the ambitions set out in the consultation document with regard to the economy,
including seeking to increase the proportion of high value jobs in the areas. There is a clear
relationship between the two districts on this matter, with a functional economic area aligned
with the M5 transport corridor. We are happy to continue to work with Somerset West and
Taunton to ensure a complementary approach to attracting inward investment to the area.
Future Joint Working
Sedgemoor District would welcome the opportunity to commission further joint evidence base
work where this complements both our Local Plan preparation timescales. As well as ensuring a
consistent evidence base and helping to satisfy duty to cooperate requirements this also has the

potential to provide efficiencies and cost savings for both Councils. We look forward to working
closely on this and relevant strategic/cross-boundary matters as your plan progresses.
Kind regards,

Andrew Reading
Principle Planning Officer – Policy
Sedgemoor Planning Policy
Inward Investment and Growth
Direct: 01278 435284
Email: andrew.reading@sedgemoor.gov.uk

