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Kind Regards
Ann Rhodes
Strategy Specialist (Planning Policy)
Somerset West and Taunton Council
a.rhodes@somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk
01823 219522
www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk
Planning Magazine Awards 2018: Short Listed for Promoting Economic Growth
with the Nexus 25 Taunton LDO.
Planning Awards 2017: High Commendation for Local Authority Planning Team
of the Year.

From: Margaret Smith
Sent: 13 March 2020 14:47
To: Rhodes, Ann <A.Rhodes@somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk>
Subject: Local Plan/Cleeve Park

Dear Ann
Following on from our chat last week, a little info' for you....
We have lived in Cleeve Park for 17 years, my family bought 2 chalet bungalows in the
1960's and we all spent our holidays here.
The chalets were built within the grounds of Chapel Cleeve Manor which is Grade 2
listed.
The Local Authority placed an Article 4 Direction and TPO on Cleeve Park to preserve the
unique character of the place by having control over what people were allowed to do.
The Tree Preservation Order was to protect the trees on what was originally the parkland
setting of the manor. No occupancy ruling was put in place by the LA and the chalets
became residential in the 1970's.
For many years West Somerset Council were meticulous in what they would grant with
regard to planning applications. The erection of sheds/fences and porches had to go
through the planning process.

In the late 1990’s and in 2003 two applications were granted on the grounds of disability,
various other extensions at that time were refused by the LA but subsequently overturned
on appeal.
Then in 2014 a large extension was granted by WSC as a delegated decision by a officer
who was not entirely familiar with the ethos of Cleeve Park.
Following on from that WSC refused another large extension on many counts, but this was
overturned on appeal by the Inspectorate who again failed to take into consideration the
reasons for A4D. The vast majority of people here felt the chalets are what they are, and if
larger accommodation is required then there are always local properties to satisfy those
requirements outside Cleeve Park.
We would hope the amalgamation with Taunton (SWAT) and with the revision of the
Local Plan Cleeve Park will be granted a status which is more in spirit of being in close
proximity of the host building of Chapel Cleeve Manor.
It would surely be beneficial to put in place a design code which should be adhered to by
all planning officers in deciding future applications and hoping that any protection
measures cannot be ignored by the Planning Inspectorate.
In recent years there has been a considerable lack of consistency when making decisions. It
is really not conducive to see old redundant caravans used as sheds and tarpaulin hanging
from trees as car ports.
This adds no enhancement whatsoever, rather it degrades what we are trying to preserve,
therefore stricter conditions on what is aesthetically pleasing needs to be part of the criteria
of A4D.....it is in our deeds but has not been acted on.
The owner of Chapel Cleeve Manor House is supportive of all endeavours to raise the
status of Cleeve Park and is totally against further over development of the chalets and
with limited infrastructure it is also not desirable.
As far as the wider area of the small hamlet of Chapel Cleeve is concerned, it is hoped this
will not be designated or considered for future development.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to have my say.
Kind regards
Margaret Smith
  

We see no mention of Cleeve Park Chapel Cleeve or even Old Cleeve with re
gard to the new revised Local Plan.
Having looked at the layout and questions regarding the Local Plan. I think I'm right in
thinking we will come under (7. Other small Settlements)  
Cleeve Park, Chapel Cleeve, has been protected for almost its entire existence by an
Article 4 Direction. It is a unique development within the grounds of Chapel Cleeve
Manor. A4D and Policy OC1 the latter has since been removed, because we were assured
AD4 is sufficient to protect us from any form of over development.
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As things stand permission for sheds/fences/porches or small extensions all require
permission from the Local Authority, and this has worked well for Cleeve Park. B
Our Local MP Ian Liddell Grainger has consistently supported the desire to keep this
protection.

