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Introduction
Taylor Wimpey welcome the opportunity to
comment upon the early stage development of
the first Somerset West and Taunton Local Plan.
The Local Plan provides an ideal opportunity for
the new authority to establish its long-term vision
and put in place a deliverable strategy to meet the
growth needs of the authority area in the most
sustainable manner. Taylor Wimpey hope to be a
part of that vision and to work with the authority to
deliver its aspirations.

 biodiversity net gain - incorporating varied,
species rich new habitats;
 sustainable
management
of
water
providing
attractive
landscaped
attenuation features which provide a
positive contribution to the environment;
 formal and informal recreation through the
provision of sports pitches, children’s play
facilities, trim trails, walking and cycling
networks etc; and

The Garden Community

 safe and convenient active travel for future
residents both within the Garden
Community and extending out into key
destinations around Taunton.

The Taunton Estate is an opportunity like no other
in Somerset West and Taunton. Comprising of
around 1,100 acres to the east of the M5 and
north east of Taunton Racecourse, the land is
owned in its entirety by Taylor Wimpey. The plan
on page three shows the broad location.

These measures are not where the ambition
stops. Taylor Wimpey intend to develop a vision
and concept for the Garden Community with
sustainability principles at its heart. By embedding
these principles into the Garden Community
proposals at the outset there is an opportunity to
deliver a development which is truly outstanding;
a development which would represent a genuine
exemplar and lead the way for sustainable design
and construction.

Taylor Wimpey has ambitious plans for the
construction of an innovative and exciting new
Garden Community. A new development built
around a community ethos with sustainability at
its heart. Not only could the Garden Community
provide a substantial number of new market and
affordable homes but it could also deliver the
social, community and transport infrastructure in
step with the needs of future residents.

Response to the Consultation

The greatest ambition lies at the heart of the
sustainability
objectives
for
the Garden
Community. Taylor Wimpey has set an ambitious
target of achieving a development which is Net
Zero Carbon. Whilst only at the start of a long
process in determining what this means in
practice we do know is that it is likely to involve:


Through these representations to the Issues &
Options
Consultation
(the
‘Consultation
Document’) we explain:
 why the Garden Community presents an
exciting opportunity for Taylor Wimpey and the
new authority to work collaboratively at the
vanguard
of
sustainable
design
and
construction; and

energy efficient and better insulated homes
which require less energy (and therefore cost
less) to heat;



on-site renewable energy generation;



an innovative mobility strategy that prioritises
active travel and public transport and which
focuses on local living, future mobility trends
and technology;

a multifunctional green infrastructure network
which enables and supports:

 how the Garden Community can contribute
towards each of the objectives the local
authority has described in the Consultation
Document.
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OBJECTIVE 1
To ensure all new development works towards the District’s
“carbon neutrality by 2030” target

There is overwhelming evidence that excessive
carbon emissions are resulting in accelerated
climate change. The Authority clearly recognise
that action is required and, having declared a
Climate Emergency, has set an ambitious target
of making the Council and District as a whole
carbon neutral by 2030.

objectives it is essential that a positive and
proactive policy position is established in the
Local Plan. The starting point in determining
planning applications for new renewable energy
proposals should be ‘yes‘ and only where there
would be demonstrable and significant harm
should applications be refused.

At the same time, housing and economic growth
needs have not abated; indeed there is a widely
recognised shortfall in housing across the country
and many households cannot afford the
accommodation they need. There is also a
pressing need to address economic imbalances
and provide both the land and support for
economic and job growth within Somerset West
and Taunton.

In direct response to Question 1b, we would
support a policy approach which incorporates
both stated options. In other words, we can see
no reason why the Plan should not both allocate
specific sites for renewable energy and
incorporate a positively worded policy which
supports proposals that come forward on
unallocated/windfall sites.
Additional Policy Approaches

A bold and ambitious response is required to
climate change but this response must not
jeopardise the ability to deliver the new homes
and economic development needs of the
authority.

Question 1c asks for comments on seven further
proposed policies.
With the exception of Policy 1c/5 we broadly
support all of the proposed measures set out in
the Consultation Document. Indeed, a number of
these measures are being considered by Taylor
Wimpey as part of the Garden Community
proposals.

The Garden Community proposed by Taylor
Wimpey provides a pioneering opportunity which
will enable the authority to deliver a significant
number of new homes and support economic
growth through an ambitious Net Zero Carbon
development. In so doing, the development would
put the authority at the forefront of the response
to the climate emergency and explicitly
demonstrate it’s commitment to sustainable
growth.

The reason we do not support Policy 1c/5 is not
because we disagree in principle with the
importance of local food production or the
objective of preserving best and most versatile
agricultural land where possible but because the
importance of this objective should not be
overstated when coming to a balanced judgement
as to the most appropriate and sustainable
locations for development. In other words, it
would be counter-productive to achieving
sustainability objectives as a whole to attach such
significance and importance to the preservation of
good quality agricultural land if this precluded
development in the most sustainable locations.

Stand Alone Renewable Energy Generation
Question 1b asks whether the authority should
allocate sites for specific renewable energy
development or identify broad areas which are
considered suitable alongside criteria based
policies.
If the authority is to achieve its carbon reduction
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OBJECTIVE 2
To enhance the role of Taunton town centre in the sub-region
and to strengthen the function, vitality and self-containment of
all our towns
Section 5.2.1 of the Consultation Document
explains the settlement strategy and hierarchy
within the authority area. The opening paragraph
rightly points out the importance of the spatial
strategy and distribution of development in
tackling climate change. In so doing, it states that:

top down evaluation of locational sustainability
and a bottom up assessment of the options
available. It is only through a parallel process
such as this that the plan will deliver a sustainable
pattern of development.
In practice this requires a high-level evaluation of
settlements and locations within the authority
area to determine which are, or can be made,
sustainable.
This
evaluation
includes
consideration of strategic alternatives based on a
robust evidence base. The output from this is a
theoretical understanding of the authority area;
however, this provides an incomplete picture.
Alongside the top-down evaluation there needs to
be a fine-grained, bottom up assessment of the
sustainability of each of the various options
available within the authority area.

“To mitigate the effects of climate change it is
essential that new development is directed to
the most sustainable locations that maximise
accessibility by sustainable modes of
transport, minimise the need to travel, is close
to jobs and services, is focussed on brownfield
land as much as possible and away from areas
of flood risk”.
We entirely agree with the first part of the
sentence. The most sustainable locations which
minimise the need to travel and are accessible by
active and public transport modes will likely have
the lowest carbon emissions over the lifetime of
the development. Whether the land is Brownfield
or Greenfield is a different, unrelated
consideration. Whilst there is a logic to
redeveloping under-used previously developed
land, this is not always the most sustainably
located. Also, the cost of redevelopment and
enabling delivery are such that the resulting
development may not necessarily be as
sustainable when considered in the round.

Hypothetically, if for example, Wellington was
deemed to be a sustainable location through a
thorough sustainability evaluation yet no
sustainable locations existed, or for that matter
much more sustainable locations were available
elsewhere within the authority area, then it would
be contrary to sustainability objectives to promote
a high proportion of growth at the town.
It is necessary therefore to combine an
understanding
of
locational
(theoretical)
sustainability with an assessment of the options
available for development to provide a complete
understanding and ensure that the plan
incorporates the most sustainable pattern of
growth.

Under Question 2c, a number of options are
presented which could inform the spatial
distribution of development. We do not comment
specifically upon these options but make the
following observations on the general approach.

It is within this context that we make the following
observations about the Garden Community
proposals promoted by Taylor Wimpey:

We strongly recommend that the authority
develop the spatial strategy through an iterative
approach which incorporates, in parallel, both a

5

02

OBJECTIVE 2 (CONTINUED)
 Taunton is by some margin the largest and
most sustainable settlement within the
authority area. It is home to the vast majority of
existing
and
proposed
employment
opportunities;
contains
the
largest
concentration of services and facilities,
including higher order retail not available
anywhere else within the authority area; and is
the best connected location with a mainline
railway station and access to the motorway
network. There is no doubt therefore that,
based upon a top-down evaluation, the
settlement of Taunton should sit alone in Tier 1
of the hierarchy.

 The new Garden Community proposals will be
at the vanguard of sustainable design and
construction. It is Taylor Wimpey‘s ambition to
deliver a development which is designed to be
Net Zero Carbon and provides significant
Biodiversity Net Gain.
From both a top down and bottom up evaluation,
the new Garden Community proposals by Taylor
Wimpey represent a highly sustainable form of
development. The Garden Community would
provide an inherently sustainable form of
development and mix of uses very close to the
largest and most sustainable settlement within the
authority area.

 Located to the east of the M5, the Garden
Community is physically separated from
Taunton yet remains within close proximity to
the services, facilities and employment
opportunities of the only Tier 1 settlement
within the authority area. There are a number
of road links across the M5 to the east which
have the potential to knit the site into the
community fabric of Taunton. They provide the
opportunity to deliver a network of links with
the potential for priority green travel corridors
into Taunton and the town centre as well as
other district centres. The Garden Community
would be sufficiently self-contained to meet
many of the day to day needs of its residents
for primary and secondary education,
shopping, recreation and health etc whilst at
the same time contributing towards the vitality
and viability of the higher order services
available within Taunton.
 The proximity and connectivity to Taunton
Town Centre and major employment locations
will enable the implementation of an innovative
and highly sustainable movement strategy
based around active travel and public
transport. The scale of development proposed
provides a critical mass that supports
significant capital investment in movement
infrastructure and levels of patronage which
would support long-term viability.
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OBJECTIVE 3
To provide a sufficient and varied supply of high quality and
affordable homes to meet the needs of all sections of our
communities
Meeting the existing and future housing needs of
Somerset West and Taunton is one of the most
challenging yet important objectives of the new
Local Plan. There is a widely recognised housing
crisis across England with house prices rising at a
far faster rate than incomes and a worsening
affordability. This is having a disproportionate
impact upon younger generations with many
households struggling to afford to meet their
housing needs on the open market. Whilst this is
a national problem, affordability is particularly
acute across the south of England and, Somerset
West and Taunton is no exception.

risen at a dramatic rate and there is now a
generation within the population whose housing
choices are extremely limited.
Whilst one part of the solution is to increase the
stock of affordable homes, this will not be
sufficient in itself to address the housing crisis.
What is needed is a step change in the approach
towards housing delivery. In this context we urge
the authority not to simply apply a top-down
quantitative analysis of housing need and define
a limit to the housing requirement but to consider
the opportunities available within the authority
area to adopt a positive and proactive approach
to housing delivery. In other words, where there
are significant opportunities to boost housing
delivery and help tackle the housing crisis through
demonstrably high quality and sustainable

Figure 1 charts the worsening affordability within
the two authorities over the past 10 years. What
this demonstrates is that housing supply over this
extended period of time has not matched
demand. As a consequence house prices have
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OBJECTIVE 3 (CONTINUED)

development these should not be disregarded
simply because the latest forecast of housing
need does not indicate that the housing is
‘required’.

through
high-quality,
sustainable
development. In so doing, over its lifetime the
development could accommodate thousands
of new affordable homes including social
rented, shared ownership and discounted
market housing.

Such an approach is not inconsistent with the
National Planning Policy Framework (the
‘Framework’). The Framework prescribes that
each authority use a standardised methodology
known as the Local Housing Needs Assessment
(LHNA) to determine the objectively assessed
need. As explained in Option 3a of the
consultation document, the output of this
assessment represents the minimum number of
new dwellings that must be accommodated within
the plan area over the duration of the plan period.
The word ‘minimum‘ is important and there are
many sound planning reasons why a local
authority may judge that a higher housing
requirement should be adopted. Not only would
the delivery of a greater number of dwellings
assist in tackling affordability but it would:

Not only would the development accommodate a
very significant number of new affordable homes,
it would do so in a very sustainable environment
alongside social and community infrastructure
which would help support all residents, including
those who are more vulnerable and on lower
incomes. Indeed, Taylor Wimpey is committed to
providing a comprehensive package of schools,
shops and community facilities; innovative active
and sustainable mass travel infrastructure; and
health, well-being and recreation facilities.
Furthermore, the renewable energy and
sustainability measures designed to achieve Net
Zero Carbon will ensure that new affordable
homes are energy efficient, reducing heating and
energy costs for future residents.

 Provide choice and flexibility to residents
wishing to purchase a new home;

 Provide greater certainty to the authority that
the minimum number of new homes would be
delivered and that a healthy housing land
supply would be maintained; and
 Directly increase the number of new affordable
homes delivered without subsidy through
Section 106 agreements on new housing
development.
Taylor Wimpey are committed to delivering a
truly exceptional and pioneering development.
The Garden Community proposal is precisely
the type of development which would enable
the authority to boost housing delivery
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OBJECTIVE 4
To create a prosperous, resilient and entrepreneurial economy
ensuring competitiveness across the wider sub-region and
attracting the most talented workers to the District
As Section 5.4 acknowledges, the authority has
found it challenging to achieve its economic
growth targets over recent years. Taunton is a
key regional town and has a sizeable employment
offer. However, its proximity and accessibility to
Bristol and Exeter, is both a blessing and a
hindrance. Bristol and Exeter both have well
regarded Universities, a younger demographic
make up and a significant employment base from
which to attract new businesses. Although
Taunton has many positive attributes, including
fantastic access to the countryside, good
communication links and quality schools, it is in a
competitive market place for attracting highquality new jobs particularly in the two target
sectors of clean energy and digital technology.

energy and act as a catalyst for future investment
in the sector.
Second, many of those in the renewable energy
and digital technology sectors require superfast
broadband. The New Community would
incorporate next generation superfast broadband
to all properties, satisfying this demand.
Third, the Taunton Estate is located to the east of
the M5, in close proximity to the significant
employment allocation at Nexus 25. For many of
those in the younger generation in particular, car
ownership levels are reducing and sustainable
travel participation is increasing. Providing
modern, sustainable and attractive housing close
to significant employment opportunities will not
only support the Council’s climate change
objectives, but will provide an accessible
workforce, boosting the potential of Nexus 25.
The proximity of the site to key facilities, such as
Nexus
25,
enables
local
living
and
accommodates the growing trend for local
live/work patterns as reflected in current trends for
shorter commuter journey lengths.

The Nexus 25 development provides significant
employment land to support the economic growth
objectives but for Taunton to compete
successfully there needs to be a catalyst for
change. Taylor Wimpey firmly believe that the
proposed Garden Community would provide that
catalyst. There are three reasons why:
First, many of those working in renewable energy
do so because they believe in the importance of
the sector in addressing climate change. It is not
just a job but a lifestyle; a lifestyle which impacts
upon the choice of housing.
The Garden
Community is proposed to be Net Zero Carbon.
From its design to its sustainability it will appeal to
the lifestyles of a wide range of house purchasers
including
those
who
particularly
value
environmental standards when deciding where to
live. We believe the Garden Community could
attract those wishing to, or working in, the clean
energy sector, in turn making Taunton an
attractive location for clean energy businesses.

While the proposals for the Garden Community
are at an early stage, it is not anticipated that they
would provide substantial direct employment
provision of a scale and form which would
compete with Nexus 25. Instead the proposal for
the Garden Community would complement that at
Nexus 25, providing small-scale/flexible start-up
business space. This would provide space for
individuals and small businesses to develop and
expand locally, encouraging innovation and
sustainable travel patterns. For these reasons,
Taylor Wimpey believe that the proposed Garden
Community could make a very significant
contribution to the economic objectives of the
authority and, in particular, the delivery of higher
value jobs within the clean energy and digital
technology sectors.

Supporting an innovative and forward thinking Net
Zero Carbon Garden Community would also put
Taunton on the map when it comes to clean
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OBJECTIVE 5
To ensure that new development is supported by essential
infrastructure in a timely manner

Taylor Wimpey recognise that the timely delivery
of infrastructure on a Garden Community
development is fundamental to good placemaking
and achieving higher sustainability standards.
That is why the proposed Garden Community
would be a great deal more than simply a housing
development.
To inform the proposals for the Garden
Community Taylor Wimpey intend to commission
bespoke placemaking research which would
evaluate the needs of the new community. This
will
provide
a
robust
and
evidenced
understanding of the range of land uses, services
and facilities needed to serve the future residents.
This is likely to include (but is by no means limited
to) infrastructure such as:
 Shops, cafes and restaurants;
 Primary schools;
 A secondary school and potential further
education campus;
 Early-years nursery provision;

 A health centre;
 A community hub;
 Outdoor leisure and recreation facilities
including sports pitches, parkland, children’s
play space and allotments etc;

social communities through cafés / work hubs,
parcel pickup, and EV charging points.
As a demonstration of their commitment to the
timely delivery of a wide ranging infrastructure
package, rather than defer decisions on
infrastructure to a future planning application
stage, Taylor Wimpey would welcome the
opportunity to work with the authority to develop
the proposals and agree the infrastructure
package and its timing of delivery through the
development plan process. In this way, the
infrastructure associated with the Garden
Community could be enshrined in the statutory
planning policy giving confidence over delivery to
all parties including the local community.
The early deliver of infrastructure is made
possible by the freehold ownership of the land.
Option 5A asks which forms of infrastructure
should be prioritised. In so doing, it correctly
acknowledges that there is often a trade-off
between the delivery of affordable housing,
climate adaptation, delivery of accessible homes
and the provision of strategic infrastructure. The
Garden Community proposals by Taylor Wimpey
provide a unique opportunity for the Local Plan to
support a development which is capable of
achieving all of these priorities.

 Community food growing opportuniites;
 Sustainable travel infrastructure including a
mobility hub/s which will act as a focus point
for travel, and will promote active, flexible and
on-demand travel, e.g. bike hire, eBike hire,
cargo bike, demand responsive transit, active
travel routes. This can also create vibrant
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OBJECTIVE 6
To achieve a major change in travel behaviour towards walking,
cycling and public transport and to reduce the need to travel

Taylor Wimpey wholly support Objective 6 of the
consultation document. Reducing the need to
travel and supporting a change in travel attitudes
and behaviours towards sustainable modes are
critical objectives and arguably represent the
greatest contribution that can be made through
the plan-making process to delivering sustainable
development and tackling the climate emergency.

cafés, restaurants etc. The provision of new
primary schools and a new secondary school
would meet the education demands of future
residents in new, high-quality facilities carefully
placed within the development to encourage
active
travel.
Innovation/start-up/co-worker
accommodation would support high levels of
employment within the community close to the
new homes and provide vitality throughout the
working day.

In practical terms it is helpful to separate this
objectives into two components:

The
internalised
movements
within
the
development to those destinations would be
achieved primarily through active modes of travel
with the green infrastructure network providing for
sustainable and healthy movement. Furthermore,
these green travel corridors will extend into the
existing Taunton area, which will provide a benefit
not only for those residents of the Garden
Community, but also have a district wide
influence benefiting existing Taunton residents
who wish to make use of the development
facilities.

 The first is a focus on local living and reducing
the need to travel. For example, it is
recognised that a large proportion of trips are
related to education in the morning peak
period, and the provision of schools within the
develop will significantly reduce the need to
travel off site;
 The second, changing travel behaviour to
encourage more active and sustainable
modes, requires (a) the proposed development
to be located where sustainable modes of
travel can be provided which would have a
genuine, competitive advantage over the use
of the private car; and (b) a critical mass of
new homes which would enable the delivery of
infrastructure and support ongoing service
viability.

Due to the scale of the land owned by Taylor
Wimpey, there is potential to support other
innovative measures to reduce travel demand.
There are many options but just two measures
being considered at this early stage include the
potential for local food production within a ‘home
farm’ which could provide seasonal produce to
residents and the local schools; and, automated
last mile delivery solutions to reduce the
proliferation of delivery vehicles from online
retailers etc.

It is Taylor Wimpey’s intention that the proposed
new Garden Community would integrate
measures
which
directly
address
both
components of this objective.
In order to minimise the need to travel, the
Garden Community proposals would incorporate
a wide range of services, facilities and community
infrastructure designed to meet the day-to-day
needs of the future population, including shops,

This broad mix of uses and innovative solutions
are only achievable as part of a large scale new
community.
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OBJECTIVE 6 (CONTINUED)
Regardless of the uses proposed within the
Garden Community, there will inevitably be a
need for travel to other locations within Taunton
and beyond. Whilst seeking to minimise the need
to travel, Taylor Wimpey also intend that the
Garden Community would be at the forefront of
innovation in active and sustainable mobility. Due
to its scale, location and single ownership, there
is potential for investment in a wide range of
movement infrastructure which would benefit not
only the future residents, but many other
households on the eastern side of Taunton.

In conclusion, there are a considerable number of
opportunities through the planning of the new
Garden Community to first minimise the need to
travel and then ensure that healthy and
sustainable modes of travel are available which
provide a competitive advantage to the use of
private vehicles. Taylor Wimpey intend to take full
advantage of the benefits provided by the location
of the Garden Community and the potential for a
large critical mass of residents to develop an
innovative transport strategy which maximises
active and sustainable patterns of movement.

This objective is made easier by the location of
the proposed Garden Community. The centre of
the land owned by Taylor Wimpey is situated only
2.8 miles from Taunton Town Centre; 3.4 miles
from Taunton Train Station; and 2.4 miles from
the edge of the major employment at the
Blackbrook Business Park. The topography is
relatively flat and therefore conducive to travel by
bicycle, scooter and on foot. There are
considerable physical and psychological health
benefits to active travel and encouragement of
healthy movement will be a priority for the
masterplanning of the Garden Community.
For those not able to travel via active modes, the
critical mass of future residents would support the
operation of a high frequency public transport
service or ‘demand responsive transport’ to
various destinations in Taunton. In this regard it is
envisaged that technology will have a significant
role to play and will be integrated into the
development from the outset thereby engendering
sustainable travel attitudes in future residents
from first occupation. This could include
measures such as autonomous vehicle shuttles,
on-demand bus services, car club booking etc
made available via a Mobility as a Service
(MaSS) smart hub application bespoke to the
development.
The plan on the following page shows the highlevel connectivity between the New Community
site and key destinations.
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OBJECTIVE 6 (CONTINUED)

Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right (2020)
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OBJECTIVE 7
To protect and enhance the environmental, historic, economic
and wellbeing value of the District’s distinctive landscapes
biodiversity and local character
Section 5.7 of the Consultation Document
highlights importance of the four most prominent
environmental considerations in planning. These
considerations are all key features of the National
Planning Policy Framework, each with clear
national
planning
policy
objectives
and
requirements.
The Garden Community proposals by Taylor
Wimpey would:
 Deliver a net gain in biodiversity - The area
owned by Taylor Wimpey extends to circa
1,100 acres, a very large amount of which
would not form part of the built development.
Within the undeveloped parts of the site there
are opportunities to create significant areas of
biodiversity enhancement including new
woodland, biodiversity havens, wildflower
meadow and organic food production. In
addition, biodiversity measures could be
included within the area of built development
particularly within the integrated green
infrastructure network. The land is currently in
intensive agricultural use and at this early
stage it is assumed that a significant net gain
in biodiversity could be achieved.
 Minimise flood risk - There is only a small
area of Flood Zone 3 within the land owned by
Taylor Wimpey. Whilst no masterplan
proposals have yet been produced, it is
assumed that any built development would be
located outside of the area at risk of flooding.
This is entirely achievable and would
complement, not compromise the delivery of
high
quality
design
or
development.
Furthermore,
the
development
would
incorporate a carefully designed Sustainable
Urban Drainage System which would replicate
or better control the existing surface water run-

off rates and thereby not increase the risk of
flooding elsewhere.
 Protect the valued landscape - All new
greenfield development inevitably impacts
upon the landscape within which it is located.
The Garden Community would, as the name
suggests, set the proposed development in a
carefully developed landscape framework
designed to minimise its impact upon the
landscape. The objective is not necessarily
simply to hide or screen development but to
ensure it is of a quality which stands out for the
right reasons. However where strategic
landscaping would be beneficial, this would be
delivered early in the development process.
 Sustain and enhance built heritage - There
are very few heritage assets within the land
owned by Taylor Wimpey. Those that do exist
are well contained and capable of preservation
without harm to the significance of their setting.
Unlike many other development locations, the
Garden Community would have a very limited
impact upon the historic environment.

The important environmental matters highlighted
in Section 5.7 of the Consultation Document must
all be afforded due weight in determining the
location of development through the Local Plan.
It is evident from our assessment that none of
these key environmental considerations are a
reason to reject the location of the Garden
Community. On the contrary, there are good
reasons why the development could make a
positive contribution to the environment.

14

09

OBJECTIVE 9
To improve wellbeing, inclusivity and a reduction in inequalities
enabling independence and facilitating social interaction

Taylor Wimpey entirely support the Council’s
objective of improving wellbeing and inclusivity,
reducing inequality and facilitating social
interaction.
Due to it’s scale and location there is a unique
opportunity to embed wellbeing in it’s broadest
sense into the masterplanning and delivery of the
Garden Community. Taylor Wimpey wish to take
full advantage of this opportunity and is
committed to integrating a wide range of
wellbeing measures into the proposals from the
outset.

The proposals for the Garden Community are
currently at a very early stage and there are no
fixed elements; however, it is envisaged that the
following measures (all of which would support
this objective) will inform the proposals as they
are developed:
 Adoption of the NHS Healthy New Towns
Principles – Proposed Policy Approach 9a/1
indicates that Health Impact Assessments
should be required on larger developments.
Taylor Wimpey intend to take this to the next
level for the Garden Community and develop
the proposals in line with the ten principles of
the NHS Healthy New Towns programme.
These principles provide a comprehensive
framework to inform the masterplanning
process and ensure that health and wellbeing
are front and centre of the proposals.
 High quality and inclusive design – Taylor
Wimpey is committed to the production of a
masterplan
and
implementation
of
a
development of the highest design quality. This
objective permeates across all others.

 Integration of movement within the
comprehensive
Green
Infrastructure
Network – from the very outset of the
development, there is an opportunity to design
into the proposals a multi-functional Green
Infrastructure which not only supports Net
Biodiversity Gain across the site but which
provides a safe, convenient and attractive
network
which
would
support
active
movement. A well designed and implemented
network can have significant wellbeing
benefits, encouraging healthy lifestyles,
providing an inclusive network which is
accessible to all abilities and facilitating social
and community interaction amongst the
residents. This opportunity only exists where
the proposals are of a sufficient scale to
provide a comprehensive response.
 Placemaking research – Proposed Policy
Approach
9a/4
highlights
the
wide
sustainability benefits of self-containment of
settlements. This is as equally important for the
Garden Community as it is for existing
settlements.
In order to inform the
masterplanning process Taylor Wimpey
propose to commission bespoke Placemaking
Research which would provide an evidenced
basis to inform the needs of new community
and the timing of infrastructure delivery. The
objective of this research would be to ensure
an appropriate mix of uses is planned for the
outset to support the self-containment of the
community.
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TAUNTON POLICIES AND
CONCLUSION
Taunton Policies

Conclusion

Taunton is an attractive, historic market town. As
the primary retail, services and employment
centre, it serves an important role as a key
destination for residents of West Somerset and
Taunton.

Taylor Wimpey believe that the delivery of an
ambitious and exciting new Garden Community of
the scale, form and quality proposed represents a
major opportunity to put Somerset West and
Taunton at the vanguard of sustainable design
and construction. The wide-ranging benefits of
the new Community would also contribute
positively to the achievement of many of the
strategic objectives of the new authority, thereby
helping to deliver the local plan.

Like many similar market towns, Taunton faces a
number of challenges. A number of these are
highlighted in Section 5.10 of the Consultation
Document, including that:
 economic growth has not kept pace with
nearby towns;

 the changing dynamic of the retail sector has
led to a declining number of visitors into the
Town Centre; and
 the movement network needs to be rebalanced
in favour of sustainable modes.

The proposals are currently at a very early stage.
Taylor Wimpey would welcome the opportunity to
develop the concepts for the new Community with
both officers and members at Somerset West and
Taunton to ensure that it is as successful as it can
be in delivering the ambitions and objectives of
the authority.

Whilst the Garden Community is distinct and
physically separated from Taunton, it’s delivery
would help tackle a number of the challenges
facing the town. These representations explain
how the delivery of a new Garden Community
would help address economic development
objectives; increase the number residents within
the catchment of Taunton Town Centre thus
enhancing vitality and viability; and, provide
investment in sustainable movement which could
benefit not only the residents of the Garden
Community but also enable a change in travel
patterns within the existing communities.
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